PRIMITIVE EMOTIONS AND THE FAMILY
Tendencies, which, like those revealed in the (Edipus myth
and its numberless variations, have continued to manifest
themselves in the productions of the popular and the artistic
mind for many generations, would seem to show by their
universality and tenacity that their origins lie deeply embedded
in the very foundations of human life and character; and this
view of their importance is corroborated by the very significant
place which they are found to occupy as etiological factors in
the*production of neuroses. Freud has gone so far as to say
that the tendencies centering round the (Edipus situation
form the " nuclear complex of the neuroses," *. e. the fundamental
point of conflict in the mind of the neurotic, about which the
other conflicts gather and upon which they are to a great
extent dependent. In the light of Freud's fruitful conception of
the neuroses as due largely to the fact that a part of the
emotional energy has suffered an arrest at, or a " regression"
to, a relatively early stage of mental development, this funda-
mental rdle of the (Edipus complex in the neuroses would
seem to indicate that the proper development and control of
the child's psychic relations to his parents constitutes at once
one of the. most important and one of the most difficult features
of individual mental growth. That this is in fact the case has
been shown both by the researches of Freud himself and by
those of all other psycho-analytic investigators, and may without
difficulty be confirmed from the experience of ordinary life by
those whose eyes have once been opened to the full significance
and innumerable manifestations of the psychic relationship
between parents and children.
In the light of these researches and observations the
normal course of development of the child's affections, so far
as they concern us here1, would seem to be somewhat as
love and hate tendencies in the female 'than is found in the (Edipus story
for the corresponding tendencies of the male.
The whole subject of the manifestations of these complexes in legend
and literature and in the mind of the poet and the artist is treated at
length in Otto Rank's comprehensive and most valuable work "Das Inzest-
motiv in Dichtung und Sage".
1 This is a most important and far-reaching limitation. In order to
avoid entering upon many difficult but weighty matters which are not
strictly relevant to our present theme, we have here — and throughout the
book — necessarily had to content ourselves with a somewhat one-sided and
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